Dialogic Book Talk

Book Title: “Bunny Pulls It Off” by John Talbot

Learning and Development
Creating the language learning environment.
Why? To acknowledge and extend children’s experiences and develop their vocabulary

A Unique child Positive Relationships

Who is valued and listened to: That build and support communication by:

® Contributes to discussion ®  Sharing experiences

® Relates the story content to their own ® Gaining insight into the feelings of others
experiences e Learning to interpret the behaviours of others
Develops their own ideas e Listening to and empathising with others
Initiates conversation with adults and children developing the ability to converse with peers

and adults

Enabling Environments

1. Prepare

Choose a picture book that will appeal to the group of children. If you want to read the whole
story, make sure the written text is brief. The main objective is to get the children talking and
having conversations with you and each other.

e Make sure you are very familiar with the story

e Think about the kinds of prompts and questions you will use to think and talk about
the story.

e Remember the golden rules: ask open-ended questions: recast and expand what
children say.

e Before you start, ensure you have thought about: the ways in which children might be
able to relate the story to their own lives: the new vocabulary that you will introduce
in reading and talking about the story: follow-up experiences and activities to
consolidate this vocabulary.

2. Story prompts- including open-ended questions and enabling statements

Bunny was playing happily on his bike when he got knocked off his bike with Keiths
frizby and cut his knee. Only the biggest, stickiest plaster was good enough for him. But
the real problem was pulling the plaster off when it became dirty.

Prompts and open-ended questions might include:
e  How did bunny get hurt?

Have you ever been hurt? Or had an accident?

How did you you feel?

Can you remember who looked after you?

Why did Bunny have to take the plaster oft?

3. Relate the story to the children’s experiences
Prompts might include:

e Have you ever been to the doctors?
Have you ever been to hospital?
When I was Iittle I went to hospital to see my “new” baby brother.
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4. Extend the children’s vocabulary
Focus on some of the vocabulary introduced in the book and discussion:
Whack
Brave, hurt.
Limped
Plaster

Dirty/clean
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. Design follow-up experiences/activities to consolidate new vocabulary




Consolidate understanding and use some of the vocabulary introduced in the
book:

® Role play area’ bandages, making plasters, hospital cards.

o Vet role play area- soft toys, name labels, leads, pet food ete.

e  Frisby play.
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