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Early Years Statutory Guidance Charging Facts

It is the local authority’s duty to ensure that all eligible children can access a funded
entitlement place free of charge.

Early years providers who offer the free funded entitlement can set their own admissions
criteria, but all children should have the same right to access a funded space, regardless of
whether their parent / carer chooses to purchase additional non-funded hours, services,
food or consumables.

Additional charges to invoices should not be added without the consent of the parent /
carer. The purchase of any non-funded hours, services, food or consumables should be
agreed in writing with the parent / carer before their child starts their funded place. You may
wish to reconfirm this on a termly basis.

For any child who accesses a fully funded place only and whose parent / carer chooses not
to pay for any additional charges, you must ensure that the child’s learning and
development needs still meet the statutory requirements of the EYFS.

To ensure transparency for parents and carers, any additional costs they may want to pay,
must be clearly published on yours or the local authority website (if you don’t have one) by
January 2026. You need to ensure that you show a complete breakdown of costs,
including charges for additional non-funded hours, services, food and consumables.

You should advertise your FEEE funding offer, so that parents / carers are aware of how
they can access their entitlement prior to booking a place with you.

You must not charge parent / carers a top up fee (any difference between your rate and the
funding received from the local authority). The definition of “topping-up” is ‘an amount
added to something in order to raise it to or maintain it at a desired level.’

If a child is accessing FEEE funded hours only, a registration fee cannot be applied. If the
child is accessing a mixture of funded and non-funded hours, then a registration fee can be
charged.

You can charge parents and carers a refundable deposit, who wish to take up a free
entitlement place at your setting, but this should be refunded in a timely manner when their
child starts taking up their free place.

Parents and carers should be given the choice regarding meals and snacks charges. If a
parent / carer wants to purchase your food, then you can charge for this. However, if they
are unable or unwilling to pay for food, they should be allowed to supply their own. You
may want to consider implementing a food policy, so parents and carers will know what they
are expected to provide if they choose to bring in their own food. For those parents / carers
who wish to purchase your food, please ensure that your invoices itemise each food
element, so that they know what they are paying for and are therefore completely
transparent.

If your setting offers additional services, such as forest schools, trips, specialist lessons for
example, if agreed, parents / carers should expect to pay for these, as they are not covered
by the free entitlement funding (charges can be applied to any activity that is not directly
related or necessary for the effective delivery of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
statutory framework). Any additional service will need to be itemised on their invoice.
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These activities can be charged for if agreed with the parent and must not be a condition of
accessing FEEE hours.

You can charge parents / carers for consumables, such as nappies, wipes and sun cream,
however if they are unwilling or unable to afford this, you must allow them to provide their
own. Consumables will need to be itemised on your invoices if a parent opts to purchase
them from you.

Parents / carers cannot be charged for the following elements:

o The supply of or use of any materials, including but not limited to, craft materials,
crayons, paper, books, instruments, toys, or other equipment or learning resources
that are necessary for the effective delivery of the EYFS.

o Business running costs, including but not limited to, rent, staff wages / training,
cleaning materials, insurance, toilet rolls, kitchen towels, or utility bills such as
electricity, gas or water.

o General charges, including but not limited to, non-itemised enrichment charges,
sustainability charges, business continuity charges, additional charges, enhanced
ratios, hourly rates, or any other supplementary charges on top of the free hours.

Invoices / receipts should be clear and transparent for any parent / carer who has opted to
pay for any additional hours or services. By January 2026, all providers should ensure that
any invoices / receipts be itemised and broken down separately into:

o the free entitlement hours

o additional privately paid hours

o food/ snack charges

o consumables charges

o specialist activities charges

You should let the parent / carer know about Tax-Free Childcare, which if applied for, could
reduce the cost of their childcare charges.



https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
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