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Antecedent, Behaviour, Consequence, Communicative Function (ABCC) Chart example

Name of Child: Emily
	Date and Time
	Antecedent
	Behaviour 
	Consequence 
	Communicative Function 

	
	What was happening before? Where? With whom? 
	What happened? 
	What outcome did the behaviour achieve? 
	What might the behaviour have been trying to communicate?

	17.4.24
	Emily was playing in the sand tray alone; a peer joined the activity 
	Emily hit a peer on the head with a spade 
	Peer cried, Emily ran off, tossed sand over peer 
	Escape function
“I want to be alone”
“I don’t want to share my spade”
“I need support to interact with others”

	17.4.24
	Emily was outside on a bike, tambourine signalled time to go in 
	Emily screamed “no”, kicked supporting adult and fell to the floor, refused to get up 
	Adults used visuals, distraction and physical guidance to return inside for home time
	Control function 
“I like riding a bike”
“I’m not ready for this to end”
“Use visuals to tell me when activities are going to change”
“Give me a countdown before I need to get off the bike”

	17.4.24
	Group time on the carpet, singing activity with 10 peers and 2 adults 
	Emily left the carpet, covered her ears and hid under a table 
	Emily didn’t engage with the activity 
Emily was alone
Staff unable to re-engage her despite using visuals 
	Sensory function
“it’s too loud”
“Toby was too close to me”
“I don’t like the song”
“Give me two song choices to choose from”
“Sit me on the edge, so my friends are not so close,  with an adult close by to reassure me”
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