
               

 

EARLY YEARS SEND SCHOOL STARTER PATHWAY 

(only for children who begin in your setting who have 3 terms or less before starting school) 

 

 Child starts in setting with 3 terms or less until they start school 

 

Setting immediately identify concerns about the child’s development/presentation 

 

Setting should complete a baseline using the Small Steps assessment and initial 
observation notes of concerns 

 

 phone  0116 3057136 and ask to speak to a Senior SEND advisor 

 

Senior SEND advisor will contact setting and have a brief phone call to establish if they 
meet the criteria for this pathway 

 

Senior SEND advisor will ask setting to gain parental permission and once returned will 
visit the child in the setting to observe them and speak to staff 

 

 

During the observation visit senior SEND advisor will observe the child and complete a 
questionnaire with the setting staff to establish level of need. They will rate the child 
low/medium/high needs. 
 

 Low/medium level needs: advice will be given on the spot and setting will be sent an 
individual advice sheet with advice and strategies to support the child and to 
support a good transition to school. 

 High level needs: child will be taken to Early Years panel for official allocation to 
the Senior SEND advisor who will then contact parents to complete the parent 
questionnaire to gather information about the child’s lived experience at home. The 
senior SEND advisor will then write a report about the child, explaining what they 
are good at, what they need help with and how to support them. They will also give 
ongoing advice and support. 

  

 

 


