	Top tips for settings and childminders to support  effective partnership working with other settings / childminders

Transition is a process which must happen throughout the year

	· Look at Mind the Gap materials www.leics.gov.uk/mind_the_gap, particularly ‘Overview of a child’s week’.  You can use this grid to provide an overview of what the children get up to outside of life in your setting.  This information can be used to support your interactions with the children as well as finding out if they attend any other settings - this is important in order that you can liaise with them effectively, for example regarding the 2 year old progress check.  
· Enable information sharing by asking parents for consent to share Learning Journeys and key information about their child with other settings the child attends.

· Capture the voice of other professionals / settings who care for that child.

How?  Have you thought about:

· Using a post it note to write down what key persons say during time when children are handed over between settings
· Use a daily diary to support communication between home / other settings attended and ensure continuity of care.

· Share Learning Journeys.  This will allow both settings to plan an enabling environment and experiences which are consistent in meeting the child’s needs.  Working this way will allow collaboration between settings – share ideas, peer-to-peer support.  

· Establish and build positive relationships with local settings / childminders throughout the year.  

How?  Have you thought about:

· Telephone to introduce your setting

· Exchanging newsletters

· Displaying posters for setting fairs and fêtes 

· Attending setting events e.g. Harvest festival, Nativity play

· Inviting childminders / settings to graduation ceremonies or other special events e.g. sports day, leavers tea parties, coffee mornings

· Inviting childminders / key persons from other setting to visit your setting throughout the year to get to know each other and develop good relationships

· Exchange information electronically, consider using: Twitter, Facebook, Text messages, email and websites.

· Consider buying in shared training with other local settings / childminders e.g. paediatric first aid / safeguarding and so building partnerships and working together in a wider sense.


