
Putting the óWowô in 
Writing  

Inspiring young children to become writers  
A community of practice approach to developing  
ówriting in the early yearsô  involving Leicestershire 

Schools, Leicestershire Local Authority, LEEP and the 
University of Northampton.  



The Aims of the Project: 
For children to become part of a ócommunity of writersô, where 

learning to write is seen as a continuous process linked by the 

underlying belief that all children will become writers. 

Also for all involved in the project to form a ócommunity of 

practiceô. A community where we become the óexpertsô, sharing 

good practice with others. 

This document is just one way we would like to share our ideas 

and experiences. 

 



Our aims were that we wanted writing for young 

children to beéé. 

A choice  

Desirable 

Irresistible 

Inevitable 

Motivating  

 

 

Exciting 

Purposeful 

Meaningful 

Engaging  

Fun  



After 6 months teachers reported that ... 

They felt excited about the writing opportunities which they were providing for 

the children 

The children were responding with enthusiasm and confidence 

They had developed a better partnership with parents and families and were 

finding ways to further inform and involve them in supporting childrenôs writing 

development 

Environments had changed and the continuous and enhanced provision was 

providing greater opportunities for purposeful writing 

The outdoors was used more and this had a positive impact on the children 

The adults were taking advantage of óin the moment writingô  

Inspirational starting points were being developed with exciting results 

 



  

Greater involvement of the wider school and colleagues in celebrating young 

childrenôs writing achievements 

The childrenôs progress in writing was clearly evident and this had a knock on 

effect in other areas of learning 

Data showed clear progress 

Information technology was now being used to support writing opportunities 

and participants were keen to learn more 

Completing audits ensured that ówritingô continued to remain a ótop priorityô  

Children were engaged in more large physical opportunities 

Language, communication and interaction was viewed as paramount to 

enhancing writing opportunities 

Story became a key vehicle to children wanting to  write and seeing 

themselves as authors 

 

     Experiential Learning formed the basis of children 

ówantingô to write and having something to write about!  
 



The following are short case studies from each 

of the participating schools. Some are new and 

exciting ideas, whilst others are a twist on 

existing practice. If you are intrigued or inspired 

by a particular scenario then please contact the 

relevant school and teacher to find out more. 



We have an online blog which we update regularly with photos to show what we have done during the week, accompanied by a 

piece of text. At the beginning of the year an adult models this process and this is then built on by writing with the children and 

eventually allowing them to do this independently. They also learn how to "download" photos from the camera and "upload" them 

to the web. For some of our reluctant writers, the opportunity to use a keyboard, instead of using a pencil not only motivated them 

to write, but provided us with a useful assessment tool to monitor their progression in phonics as it showed us just how capable 

they were!  

We found this really helped parents get over the frustration of the common answers "nothing" and "I dunno" when they asked 

their child what they had done that day!  Parents are able to interact by writing back in the comments, which the children really 

enjoying reading, giving them a real sense of purpose in their writing.  

This year we have found that the more inspirational, hands-on experiences that have fostered childrenôs imagination have 

produced better quality writing, which children are keen to do!  

Sharing our work and giving it purpose: Blogging and Books 

Some of the writing opportunities  
shared on the blog 

ά[ǳƪ at my rock 
statyoo, wee 
balunsd dem on 
eech ǳǾŜǊέ 

ά²ŜŜ maid mud 
from compoast.  
It wos fun. Wee 
got mesee! 
Doant bee kros! 

άWŀŎ fros trapd 
the pengwin in 
d Is. It wos cld. 
It meltd in mI 
hand. Wee 
rowt ower 
naims in it 
too.έ Children enjoy listening, telling and reading stories and there are plenty 

of competitions to encourage children to write their own stories. At Harby 

we entered the Reading Zones Young Writers competition for two years 

in a row. We worked together as a class to create one story by going 

round at circle time, each adding a sentence on as to ñwhat happened 

nextò. The children were so excited about being able to write and 

decorate their own story, that they also made up their own stories in their 

own time, learning how to use the stapler to make their own books! The 

first year, we won the competition and had our books printed for us as 

part of the prize. The second year we werenôt so lucky, but decided to 

print them ourselves so each child could have a copy. We found an 

online company and managed to print them for roughly £6 a copy!! The 

children we so proud of what they had achieved, and often asked us to 

read it to them at storytime! As a result of winning the first year we also 

got a visit from Steve Antony -- author/illustrator of several books! 

In the Grantham 

Journal with Steve 

Antony, and a few 

pages from our book! 



Using Forest School as an inspirational starting point 

This developed naturally as an interest from the children. We came back from a 

session where we had been making ñpotionsò, and the children suggested that 

maybe these potions could be used by our fairy friends and Puff from Honalee 

(from a previous topic of Puff the Magic Dragon) and several children proceeded 

to write to them detailing the ingredients of their potions and how to make them. 

This was encouraged, and now, after most sessions the children are keen to 

write to the fairies (who obviously write back!) about how their session has gone 

and how it could help the fairies. 



The children had been learning all about Jack and the Beanstalk! On the Monday the children made 

their own magic beans and talked about what might happen if they grew! The next morning the parents 

were invited in for an imagination morning (we didn't mention writing- as some parents are put off by 

this!) the children spent the morning creating their own magical lands- of what might be at the top of 

their beanstalk! They then labelled their lands and wrote about what it is like there! For the children 

whose parents didn't come- they still made their own magical lands and then we sent pictures home 

for the children to share and write about with their family at home 

 

 

óParents Imagination Morningô at Thorpe 

Acre Infants 



Here is what some of the children and parents found at the 

top of the beanstalk 



Developing Outdoor Writing at Fernvale  
At the start of the LEEP project we undertook an 

audit of our provision and it showed we needed to 

develop our writing provision in our outdoor area. 

We wanted to  develop an area that did not need 

taking in  during poor weather or bringing in at the 

end of each day. We sourced a small writing 

cupboard  and resourced it with a range of items 

that would allow the children to choose exciting 

writing resources and prompts.We also add to the 

resources to match children's developing interests.  



Developing Outdoor Writing at Fernvale  

The children loved the new 

resources and the photos are 

some examples of children 

using the resources and their 

independent child initiated 

writing. 


