ECAT - Section Three
Activities specifically included for facilitating development of attention and listening skills and social interaction within a small group through Story Telling
Bag Books
‘Bag Books’ are a method of storytelling using a bag of props, puppets or pictures to tell
a story rather than a book. The adult has a
‘script’ in their head and tells the story to the children. The aim is for all the children in the group to participate in the story by:-
· giving them a role in the story eg: by giving them a toy animal and asking them to listen out for that animal in the story, then make the animal noise or do an action with the animal or...
· encouraging each child in the group, to join in each stage of the story by passing around props/puppets so that they can repeat the words or action modelled by the adult.
The aim is to promote attention and listening skills, confidence and social interaction through active listening and participation in the story.
Children are encouraged to:
· make eye contact

· listen
· attend
· take turns with an adult or small group of peers
· use their senses to touch, smell, see and listen to the story
· respond to the words or actions of the story at their own level
· share the fun and enjoyment of words and actions with others
Always remember to repeat the same words to each child in the group (groups no bigger than 4-6 children).
Use an interesting voice; it’s up to you to capture the interest of the children. If you enjoy the story so will the children.

The following pages include one example of a ‘bag book’ script (produced by Mary Petty) plus another example of how you could create your own story using the props you have available in your setting.
Have fun!
Produced by Mary Petty Early Years Support Team Beaumont Leys Surestart
Who’s knocking at the door?
1. Who’s knocking at the door?
Support child to use the doorknocker.
2. Is it the policeman with his hat on?
Place policeman’s hat on child’s head.
3. Is it the cat? “Meow.” Does he want his dinner?
Support the child to stroke the fur fabric.
4. Is it the fireman with his water squirter?
Gently squirt the child with the water.
5. Is it the doctor come to listen to your cough?
Support the child to listen to his chest with the stethoscope.
6. Is it Grandma with her glasses?
Support child to try on the glasses.
7. No it’s the postman with a parcel!
Let the child put hand in the box and pick out a surprise.
Items needed for this bag book
· floor knocker fixed on a board
· Policeman’s hat
· board with fur fabric or toy cat
· water squirter
· toy stethoscope
· pair of joke glasses
· box covered in bright paper with hole in the top so child can put his hand in. Tie it up with ribbon and place inside interest items e.g. bubbles, stickers, and chocolate
Devised by Mary Petty
Early Years Support Team
Beaumont Leys Sure Start Children’s Centre from an original ‘Bag Books’ idea by Chris Fuller.
The Buzzy Bee
Buzzy Bee and his friend Caterpillar were playing on the leaves. The caterpillar was curling up into a little ball- CURL! CURL! CURL!
‘This is fun’ said the caterpillar, ‘curl up with me!’
So Buzzy Bee tried to curl up into a ball …….but he couldn’t.
‘Try again’ said the caterpillar, ‘watch me!’
CURL! CURL! CURL!
Buzzy bee tried as hard as he could…. But he couldn’t curl up into a ball.
Buzzy bee was very sad (everybody do a sad face).
He went off for a walk on his own. Soon he met his friend Dog –
‘Woof!’ said dog ‘Why are you sad?’
‘Because I can’t curl up in a ball, can you?’
‘No’ said Dog ‘but I can wag my tail, watch me!’ WAG! WAG! WAG!
Buzzy Bee tried to wag...  but he didn’t have a tail!
Buzzy Bee carried on walking and soon he met his friend Frog.
‘Gribbit!’ said Frog, ‘Why are you sad?’
‘because I can’t wag my tail, can you?’
‘No’ said Frog,‘but I can jump, watch me!’
JUMP! JUMP! JUMP!
Buzzy Bee tried as hard as he could ….but he couldn’t jump.
Buzzy Bee carried on walking and soon he met his friend Monkey.
‘OooOooOoo!’ said Monkey, ‘Why are you sad?’
‘Because I can’t jump, can you ?’
‘No’ said Monkey ‘but I can swing, watch me!’
SWING! SWING! SWING!
Buzzy Bee tried to swing ….but he didn’t have any arms.
Buzzy Bee was very sad (everybody do a sad face)
He carried on walking and soon he met his friend elephant.
‘Trumpet!’ said the elephant, ‘Why are you sad?’
‘Because I can’t swing, can you?’
‘No’ said Elephant ‘but I can spray water out of my trunk – look’ (spraying noise) ‘....What can you do?’
Buzzy Bee thought… ‘Mmmm..... I can fly –
watch me!!’ - buzzzzzz
‘Wow’ said Elephant, ‘I can’t do that!’
Then Buzzy Bee flew off – he flew over Monkey, buzzzzz  , ‘Wow’ said Monkey and Monkey tried to fly but he couldn’t.
Then Buzzy Bee flew over Frog, buzzzzzz
‘Wow!’ said Frog and he tried to fly but he couldn’t.
Then Buzzy Bee flew over Dog, buzzzzz ‘Wow!’
said Dog and he tried to fly but he couldn’t.
Then Buzzy Bee flew back to his friend Caterpillar, buzzzzz ‘Wow, you can fly, I can’t do that!’ said Caterpillar
‘Yes!’ said Buzzy Bee, ‘We can all do different things!’
Notes/Suggestions
· the adult can hold the Bee and give out the other characters to the children. Ask the children to listen out for their animal, make the animal noises and do the actions
· if you don’t have these animals then just use the ones you can find in your setting and change the words accordingly
· make up your own stories!
