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Harborough District Narrative 

Members Briefing – September 2019 

 

 

 
Primary 
There are 35 Primary Schools in Harborough District, 27 are Academies and 8 are LA 
maintained. 
 
 
 
Secondary and Post 16 
There are 6 secondary Schools in the district all of which are Academies.  
 

Of the 6 Secondary schools in the district, 4 are 11-16 and 2 are 11-19. 
 
The 14-19 Studio School in Lutterworth has now closed. 
 
Special 
There are no special schools within Harborough District. 
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Pupil Places - Planned Housing Growth  
 

Planning Permissions have been granted for a 1,514 dwelling Sustainable Development 
Area (SDA) at Airfield Farm in Market Harborough. The development is split between four 
housebuilding companies. The first housing site is now advanced (Lubenham Hill) whilst 
building has now commenced on the main Airfield Farm development.  The first phase 
reserved matters have also been approved for the third site, with phase two currently 
submitted. A site and funding has been safeguarded for a new primary school on this 
development. 
 
Planning applications for significant development across the district continued to be 
received, in advance of the new Local Plan which has recently been adopted. 
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Particular applications have been received, and a number have been approved, around 
Market Harborough/Great Bowden, Kibworth, Houghton-on-the-Hill, Fleckney, Great Glen 
and Lutterworth. The Overstone Park development in Market Harborough has been 
approved and a site and financial contribution for a new primary school on the 
development have been secured. 
 
We are actively engaged with the LPA regarding the recently adopted Local Plan and 
educational infrastructure required from the large scale developments at Scraptoft North 
and Lutterworth that are allocated within the Plan. 
 
The primary forecast capacity overall in Harborough is stable without housing gain, 
however funding and sites will be secured as a result of the additional houses to be 
constructed within the SDAs and funding continues to be sought to expand schools in 
areas of development where appropriate. 
 
Overall a total of 618 additional primary places have been provided in Harborough District 
over the last four years. 
 

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

140 places 315 places 118 places 45 places 

 
Work is now complete to increase the capacity of Farndon Fields Primary in Market 
Harborough from 210 to 420 places. 
 
Schemes to expand primary capacity at Great Glen, and Thurnby Fernvale to address 
recent and forthcoming developments are currently working their way through the planning 
process, whilst projects in Fleckney and Broughton Astley are currently in the design 
stage. 
 
We are also in conversation regarding the expansion of Gilmorton primary. 
 
Forecasting 
 
Primary 
 
Overall, the underlying forecasts for Primary education across the district are stable. 
However, significant housing developments across the district increase the forecasts 
beyond current capacity in some schools. Plans are being drawn up to address these 
issues, largely funded through S106 agreements held against these developments. 
 
Secondary 
 
The forecasts for Secondary education are also largely stable, with increasing deficits of 
pupils forecast in areas of significant approved housing developments. The LA is actively 
engaged in monitoring these housing developments with a view to engaging with the 
Academies to increase capacity at the appropriate time. 
 
S106 monies are available in Market Harborough for Secondary capacity expansion and 
we intend to invite proposals for the use of this money from Robert Smyth and Welland 
Park during the new term. 
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Due to the closure of the Sir Frank Whittle Studio School, Secondary capacity in 
Lutterworth is under review and conversations are ongoing with Lutterworth College and 
the Regional School Commissioner’s office regarding capacity going forward. 
 
Forecasts for The Kibworth School include significant housing gains. The timing of S106 
contributions will drive expansion at the school along with progress through recent Ofsted 
issues and their improvement journey. 
 
The forecasts for Thomas Estley suggest limited growth and discussions will occur in the 
new term regarding suitable expansion at the school. 
 
 
First Time Admissions 2019 
 
At National Offer Day on 16th April 2019 there were 20 Harborough children who had no 
offer of a school place.  Of these 20 children, 15 parents had only stated one preference 
and 12 parents did not put the catchment school on the application form. 
 
Harborough District as at 20/05/2019 has 1,146 places available for First Time Admission 
(FTA) in September 2019. 1,015 applications were received of which 957 were from 
children living in the District.  A total of 999 places have been allocated leaving a surplus of 
147 places.  
 
Lutterworth Sherrier CE Primary School is the most popular school and was 
oversubscribed by 45 applications whilst Market Harborough CE Academy is the most 
under-subscribed and had on offer date 18 spare places.  As expected most children who 
secured a place did so under the catchment criterion.  Tugby CE PS is a small rural school 
and on offer day only secured 3 children and has 12 spaces remaining. 
 
Secondary Admissions 2019 
 
At National Offer Day on 1st March 2019 there were 8 children who had no offer of a 
school place.  Of these 8 children, 7 parents had only stated one preference and 4 parents 
did not state the catchment school as a preference. 
 
Both Lutterworth High and Lutterworth College were oversubscribed on national offer day 

for the first time in several years. In Market Harborough, both Welland Park Academy and 

Robert Smyth College did not fill at offer day which is unusual, particularly for Welland 

Park Academy. 

Following a proposal to the Secretary of State and a subsequent ‘listening period’, the Sir 
Frank Whittle Studio School in Lutterworth has been given consent to close on viability 
grounds. This will remove some secondary/post 16 capacity from the area in the short 
term. Conversations are ongoing regarding the future use of the Sir Frank Whittle Studio 
School building. 
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Leicestershire  
 
Leicestershire County Council has provided an additional 154 new First Time Admission 
(FTA) places for September 2019 across the County and will be providing a further 1,102 
primary places from the 2019/20 Capital programme.  
 
There has been a slight decrease in the percentage of applicants obtaining their first 
preference for September 2019 from 92.8% to 90.3% this year. 
 
New Admissions Policy 
 
The Leicestershire Admissions Policy is required to comply with the National School 
Admissions Code, last revised in December 2014.  The LA policy applies to all Maintained 
Schools.  Academies are their own admissions authority so have their own policy (some 
follow the Leicestershire model but others do not).  
 
The LA Admissions Policy was revised in 2018 at which time it was amended so that at the 
point of first time admission and secondary transfers, if there were more requests for in-
catchment children than the admission number (AN), the AN would not be exceeded, 
except in exceptional circumstances.   
 
All admitting authorities are awaiting new National Admissions and Appeals Codes, as the 
current ones are overdue a review (Admission 2014, Appeals 2012).  The DfE have 
indicated no review is likely until after Brexit.   
 
Leicestershire will this year be consulting on its admissions policy; criteria and a catchment 
boundary change affecting Whetstone Badgerbrook Primary School, the 
Blaby/Countesthorpe area and the Ashby area.  The catchment change is to future proof 
the pressure on Whetstone Badgerbrook Primary School, Countesthorpe Greenfield 
Primary School and to amend catchment areas in Ashby to include the new primary 
school.  The LA’s consultation will be launched in the Autumn and the changes will come 
into force for school admissions in Autumn 2021. 
 
The policy in general has also been refreshed, for example removing the social and 
domestic oversubscription criteria and faith criterion to bring our criteria in-line with 
national trends. 
 
All academies as their own admitting authorities must also adhere to running a formal 
consultation to change their admissions policy and arrangements.  Many have consulted 
and moved away from the LA’s admissions model.  However there are issues arising with 
academies having outdated policies and not having their admissions policy published on 
the school website.  These academies are then challenged to ensure compliance to avoid 
the risk of a school adjudicator investigation. 
 
SEND Provision 
 
There is increasing demand for additional SEND places particularly in respect of 
Communication and Interaction (C&I) and Social Emotional Mental Health (SEMH) Needs. 
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There is also a specific growth around post 16 provision.  The most recent forecast of 
demand anticipates a 22% growth in pupil places required over the next 5 years. 
 
To meet the demand for places the LA has implemented the High Needs Block 
Development Plan, approved by Cabinet 29th March 2019.  
 The plan will enable over the next few years the development of: - 

• 10 new units for SEMH Primary /Secondary 

• 5 new units for C & I 

• Expansion of all 6 existing special schools 

• Development of a new C & I school in Barwell 

• Development of 2 SEMH free schools 

• And, longer term, potentially a new area special school.  
 
To deliver the above requires a substantial capital programme (c£30M) and complex 
changes in the organisation/governance arrangements of schools.  All work is currently on 
track to enable the opening of the first units in 2019. 
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New Schools planned for Leicestershire 
 

 
 

All new schools will be designated Free Schools, this is another form of Academy and will 
be run by a Multi Academy Trust appointed by the regional schools commissioner (DfE) 
having followed the free school presumption process. 
 
 
 

School Place Planning Officer for District : Paul Limb 
 



HARBOROUGH DISTRICT PRIMARY FORECAST FIGURES NOT INCLUDING HOUSING GAIN

DFE SCHOOL NOR NET CAP JAN 20 +/- JAN 21 +/- JAN 22 +/- JAN 23 +/- JAN 24 +/-
3000 Arnesby Church of England Primary School 65 70 70 0 70 0 67 3 71 -1 74 -4 
3011 Billesdon Parochial Primary School 94 100 91 9 90 10 91 9 92 8 90 10
3302 Bitteswell St Mary's Church of England Primary School 110 105 111 -6 111 -6 112 -7 110 -5 111 -6 
2016 Bringhurst Primary School 160 182 161 21 157 25 154 28 149 33 144 38
2383 Broughton Astley Hallbrook Primary School 216 210 213 -3 207 3 203 7 199 11 196 14
2330 Broughton Astley Old Mill Primary School 385 390 373 17 376 14 369 21 367 23 363 27
3017 Broughton Astley Orchard Church of England Primary School 179 210 187 23 184 26 175 35 169 41 165 45
3332 Church Langton Church of England Primary School 205 210 210 0 218 -8 218 -8 218 -8 218 -8 
3052 Claybrooke Primary School 76 105 65 40 60 45 53 52 49 56 47 58
2034 Dunton Bassett Primary School 98 105 94 11 93 12 89 16 89 16 86 19
3034 Fleckney Church of England Primary School 387 420 383 37 384 36 381 39 375 45 374 46
2036 Foxton Primary School 82 105 84 21 88 17 89 16 94 11 92 13
3325 Gilmorton Chandler Church of England Primary School 210 210 218 -8 221 -11 227 -17 232 -22 241 -31 
3059 Great Bowden Church of England Primary School 135 140 135 5 140 0 136 4 137 3 138 2
3037 Great Glen St Cuthbert's Church of England Primary School 272 315 283 32 299 16 313 2 325 -10 326 -11 
3107 Hallaton Church of England Primary School 110 126 107 19 100 26 93 33 90 36 91 35
3044 Houghton On The Hill Church of England Primary School 206 210 209 1 213 -3 210 0 209 1 215 -5 
3046 Husbands Bosworth Church of England Primary School 86 105 95 10 98 7 98 7 99 6 103 2
3048 Kibworth Church of England Primary School 588 630 589 41 614 16 602 28 598 32 597 33
2068 Little Bowden Primary School 401 420 404 16 405 15 414 6 415 5 418 2
3056 Lubenham All Saints Church of England Primary School 67 105 62 43 60 45 57 48 56 49 58 47
2166 Lutterworth John Wycliffe Primary School 263 280 271 9 284 -4 287 -7 294 -14 301 -21 
3209 Lutterworth Sherrier Church of England Primary School 391 420 392 28 402 18 399 21 403 17 413 7
3058 Market Harborough Church of England Primary School 371 415 354 61 337 78 315 100 311 104 304 111
2176 Market Harborough Farndon Fields Primary School 210 420 242 178 262 158 287 133 313 107 336 84
2002 Market Harborough Meadowdale Primary School 386 420 379 41 366 54 369 51 358 62 351 69
2179 Market Harborough Ridgeway Primary School 276 315 274 41 269 46 268 47 261 54 265 50
3347 Market Harborough Saint Joseph's Catholic Primary School 211 210 213 -3 213 -3 214 -4 216 -6 216 -6 
3310 North Kilworth St Andrew's Church of England Primary School 60 115 59 46 51 64 54 61 51 64 54 61
3085 South Kilworth Church of England Primary School 77 84 73 11 74 10 71 13 74 10 78 6



3329 Swinford Church of England Primary School 114 105 119 -14 123 -18 121 -16 121 -16 128 -23 
2149 Thurnby Fernvale Primary School 229 420 243 27 262 158 276 144 286 134 302 118
3095 Thurnby St Luke's Church of England Primary School 233 225 232 -22 225 0 233 -8 236 -11 238 -13 
3097 Tugby Church of England Primary School 61 105 55 50 43 62 37 68 34 71 31 74
3098 Ullesthorpe Church of England Primary School 99 105 103 2 107 -2 108 -3 111 -6 113 -8 

TOTAL 7113 8112 7153 784 7206 906 7190 922 7212 900 7277 835

HARBOROUGH DISTRICT PRIMARY FORECAST FIGURES INCLUDING HOUSING GAIN

DFE SCHOOL NOR NET CAP JAN 20 +/- JAN 21 +/- JAN 22 +/- JAN 23 +/- JAN 24 +/-
3000 Arnesby Church of England Primary School 65 70 70 0 70 0 67 3 71 -1 74 -4 
3011 Billesdon Parochial Primary School 94 100 91 9 97 3 98 2 106 -6 104 -4 
3302 Bitteswell St Mary's Church of England Primary School 110 105 111 -6 111 -6 112 -7 110 -5 111 -6 
2016 Bringhurst Primary School 160 182 161 21 157 25 154 28 149 33 144 38
2383 Broughton Astley Hallbrook Primary School 216 210 213 -3 214 -4 210 0 213 -3 210 0
2330 Broughton Astley Old Mill Primary School 385 390 379 11 397 -7 411 -21 423 -33 433 -43 
3017 Broughton Astley Orchard Church of England Primary School 179 210 187 23 191 19 189 21 183 27 186 24
3332 Church Langton Church of England Primary School 205 210 210 0 218 -8 225 -15 225 -15 225 -15 
3052 Claybrooke Primary School 76 105 65 40 67 38 60 45 56 49 61 44
2034 Dunton Bassett Primary School 98 105 94 11 93 12 89 16 89 16 86 19
3034 Fleckney Church of England Primary School 387 420 395 25 433 -13 465 -45 494 -74 514 -94 
2036 Foxton Primary School 82 105 84 21 88 17 89 16 94 11 99 6
3325 Gilmorton Chandler Church of England Primary School 210 210 224 -14 235 -25 255 -45 274 -64 290 -80 
3059 Great Bowden Church of England Primary School 135 140 141 -1 154 -14 164 -24 172 -32 180 -40 
3037 Great Glen St Cuthbert's Church of England Primary School 272 315 289 26 320 -5 348 -33 374 -59 389 -74 
3107 Hallaton Church of England Primary School 110 126 107 19 100 26 93 33 90 36 91 35
3044 Houghton On The Hill Church of England Primary School 206 210 209 1 227 -17 231 -21 237 -27 250 -40 
3046 Husbands Bosworth Church of England Primary School 86 105 95 10 105 0 105 0 113 -8 117 -12 
3048 Kibworth Church of England Primary School 588 630 601 29 656 -26 679 -49 703 -73 723 -93 
2068 Little Bowden Primary School 401 420 416 4 468 -48 533 -113 583 -163 614 -194 
3056 Lubenham All Saints Church of England Primary School 67 105 62 43 74 31 78 27 84 21 93 12
2166 Lutterworth John Wycliffe Primary School 263 280 277 3 312 -32 329 -49 357 -77 378 -98 
3209 Lutterworth Sherrier Church of England Primary School 391 420 392 28 402 18 399 21 403 17 413 7



3058 Market Harborough Church of England Primary School 371 415 354 61 337 78 322 93 318 97 311 104
2176 Market Harborough Farndon Fields Primary School 210 420 248 172 297 123 350 70 411 9 448 -28 
2002 Market Harborough Meadowdale Primary School 386 420 379 41 366 54 369 51 365 55 358 62
2179 Market Harborough Ridgeway Primary School 276 315 274 41 283 32 289 26 289 26 300 15
3347 Market Harborough Saint Joseph's Catholic Primary School 211 210 213 -3 213 -3 214 -4 216 -6 216 -6 
3310 North Kilworth St Andrew's Church of England Primary School 60 115 46 69 58 57 68 47 65 50 75 40
3085 South Kilworth Church of England Primary School 77 84 73 11 74 10 78 6 81 3 85 -1 
3329 Swinford Church of England Primary School 114 105 119 -14 123 -18 121 -16 121 -16 128 -23 
2149 Thurnby Fernvale Primary School 229 420 249 21 290 130 318 102 349 71 379 41
3095 Thurnby St Luke's Church of England Primary School 233 225 238 -28 246 -21 275 -50 292 -67 308 -83 
3097 Tugby Church of England Primary School 61 105 55 50 43 62 37 68 34 71 31 74
3098 Ullesthorpe Church of England Primary School 99 105 103 2 114 -9 122 -17 132 -27 141 -36 

TOTAL 7113 8112 7224 723 7633 479 7946 166 8276 -164 8565 -453



HARBOROUGH DISTRICT SECONDARY FORECAST FIGURES NOT INCLUDING HOUSING GAIN

DFE SCHOOL NOR NET CAP JAN 20 +/- JAN 21 +/- JAN 22 +/- JAN 23 +/- JAN 24 +/- JAN 25 +/- JAN 26 +/- JAN 27 +/- JAN 28 +/- JAN 29 +/-
4057 Broughton Astley Thomas Estley Community College 880 900 886 14 872 28 860 40 844 56 866 34 871 29 847 53 849 51 859 41 836 64
4055 Kibworth High School A Community Technology College 848 875 853 22 865 10 882 -7 888 -13 892 -17 885 -10 901 -26 882 -7 878 -3 868 7
4503 Lutterworth College 1289 2047 1419 628 1488 559 1626 421 1650 397 1651 396 1645 402 1637 410 1627 420 1631 416 1649 398
4015 Lutterworth High School 806 771 793 -22 825 -54 858 -87 890 -119 870 -99 868 -97 862 -91 857 -86 859 -88 880 -109 
4003 Market Harbough Robert Smyth 886 1343 866 477 958 385 1003 340 1056 287 1089 254 1112 231 1136 207 1142 201 1140 203 1139 204
4017 Market Harborough Welland Park Community College 962 950 986 -36 979 -29 1016 -66 1011 -61 1005 -55 996 -46 990 -40 993 -43 994 -44 995 -45 

TOTAL 5671 6886 5803 1083 5987 899 6245 641 6339 547 6373 513 6377 509 6373 513 6350 536 6361 525 6367 519

HARBOROUGH DISTRICT SECONDARY FORECAST FIGURES INCLUDING HOUSING GAIN

DFE SCHOOL NOR NET CAP JAN 20 +/- JAN 21 +/- JAN 22 +/- JAN 23 +/- JAN 24 +/- JAN 25 +/- JAN 26 +/- JAN 27 +/- JAN 28 +/- JAN 29 +/-
4057 Broughton Astley Thomas Estley Community College 880 900 896 4 902 -2 915 -15 919 -19 956 -56 961 -61 937 -37 939 -39 949 -49 926 -26 
4055 Kibworth High School A Community Technology College 848 875 868 7 926 -51 989 -114 1041 -166 1062 -187 1055 -180 1071 -196 1052 -177 1048 -173 1038 -163 
4503 Lutterworth College 1289 2047 1426 621 1511 536 1670 377 1710 337 1723 324 1717 330 1709 338 1699 348 1703 344 1721 326
4015 Lutterworth High School 806 771 798 -27 845 -74 898 -127 945 -174 935 -164 933 -162 927 -156 922 -151 924 -153 945 -174 
4003 Market Harbough Robert Smyth 886 1343 901 442 1090 253 1234 109 1391 -48 1478 -135 1501 -158 1525 -182 1531 -188 1529 -186 1528 -185 
4017 Market Harborough Welland Park Community College 962 950 1002 -52 1054 -104 1146 -196 1201 -251 1225 -275 1216 -266 1210 -260 1213 -263 1214 -264 1215 -265 

TOTAL 5671 6886 5891 995 6328 558 6852 34 7207 -321 7379 -493 7383 -497 7379 -493 7356 -470 7367 -481 7373 -487 


