Planning Advice: Use of Swift Bricks in New
Developments in Leicestershire and Rutland

Your proposed development site is in a Swift Alert Area, where there are recent records for breeding Swifts.
Swifts are a priority species in our Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). Applying planning conditions to
developments in Swift Alert Areas will help to achieve the local BAP and NPPF aims of safeguarding existing
swift nest-sites and promoting the protection and recovery of a priority species.

When determining
planning applications, local
planning authorities are required
to apply the following principle
from the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), 2018, paragraph 175.
‘development whose primary objective is to
conserve or enhance biodiversity should
be supported; while opportunities
to incorporate biodiversity
improvements in and around
developments should be
encouraged’.

How You Can Help

Swifts need places to nest to replace the nest sites that are lost each year. Swift bricks are easy to
incorporate into development design. Turn over for more information about what you need to consider
when providing nest bricks for Swifts.




Opportunities / Mitigation

Swift bricks can easily be incorporated into development design. Swifts are colonial nesting birds so more
than one box should be fitted, the number will depend on the use and design of the buildings. Advice on
the design, number, type and location of the nest boxes should be sought from a competent person and /
or ecologist in agreement with the Local Planning Authority. Swifts are clean birds and are very quiet in the
nest so residents should not be disturbed by them.

Where to Find Out More - The Swift Conservation website at www.swift-conservation.org gives
substantially more information, including advice on different manufacturers that provide Swift Bricks and
examples of where bricks have been installed. You can also purchase a variety of nest bricks from the
shopping page of the Swift Conservation Website http://www.swift-conservation.org/Shopping!.htm

In Leicestershire and Rutland you can contact:

Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust — info@Irwt.org.uk (A H Leicestershire
Or your Planning Team’s Ecologist at: C h arnwoo d =i C County Council
Leicester City Council - Planning@Leicester.gov.uk

Charnwood Borough Council - biodiversity@charnwood.gov.uk - :
Leicestershire County Council (including Rutland) - planningecology@leics.gov.uk Leicestershire

& Rutland City Council
Wildlife Trust
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