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Disability Access Fund Audit – a tool for providers  
	Questions to consider
	In Place and Embedded
	in place
	not yet started
	Actions to take

	1.How do you promote/encourage families to apply for Disability Living Allowance (DLA)? 
· Government Information
· Help from Contact
· Help from Citizens Advice
How do you promote/encourage families to gve consent for you to apply for Disability Access Fund (DAF)?

· Early Years SEND Inclusion Team
· FEEE Guidance and Policies

	
	
	
	

	2.Have you any identified children eligible for DAF funding?

· How many? 

· Do you know how much funding you will receive?

· Can you identify the DAF  funding separately to any other funding for vulnerable groups?

· Are all staff aware of which children are eligible for DAF funding?


	
	
	
	

	3.What are the needs of children receiving the DAF?

· Do you gather information on entry to identify children’s starting points?

· Initial assessment evidence from home and setting

· Is this used to target appropriate interventions, particularly when children are working below expected levels?

· Who are those children? Do they fall into other vulnerable groups (Children in Care (CiC), EAL, SEND)?
· Graduated Approach Booklet
· EYFS Statutory Framework 2021


	
	
	
	

	Questions to consider


	In Place and Embedded
	In place
	Not yet started
	Actions to take

	4.How are you using the DAF Funding to support these children?

Examples of how to use the funding:

· Additional practitioner employed to offer 1-1 support to identified children
· Practitioner time covered to support meetings SEND, mutli professional meetings
· Specialist equipment
· Adaptations to the environment
· Investment in ICT resources to improve children’s opportunity to access technology
· Improving  access to the outdoor provision to support gross physical skills
· Sensory room developed 
· Trips/family trips to engage parents in children’s learning
· Support for practitioners to access ongoing training to further develop knowledge and target improvements in the setting
· Play packs developed to promote home learning opportunities 
· Planned open ended activities to do at home with parents
· Strong focus on successful transitions to promote children’s well-being
· Time allocated for SENCo to develop skills of the team to ensure all children are fully supported
	
	
	
	

	Questions to consider
	Actions to take

	5.How are you engaging with the families of these children?

· Do you offer home visits for vulnerable children who may need additional support settling-in?

· Do your staff know where to refer families to for further support and advice?

· Are parents made aware of the DAF and are interventions agreed with them?

Initial transition into Early Years Provision document
Early Education: Including families in your decision making
About the Local Offer
Family Information Directory
Independent advice for special educational needs and disability (SEND)

	

	6.How do you promote the children’s learning and development at home?

· How do you share information about children’s learning and development?

· Do you offer stay and play sessions to share ideas about learning and play opportuites at home?

· Do you have loan play packs available for families to use at home?

· What practical systems do you have in place to share home learning ideas? E.g. Website, home liaison books, daily whiteboard, song cards, activity packs, 

· How do you ensure you respond to the voice of the child and the voice of the parent/carer?
Leicestershire County Council Early Years ‘Small Step’ document.

	

	7.How is the children’s progress tracked?

· What assessment records do you keep? 

· Do all staff understand how to complete the documents effectively?

· Do staff use assessments to identify clear next steps in learning?

· Is this information fed into planning?

· How ambitious are targets for children’s learning?

Leicestershire County Council Early Years ‘Small Step’ document.
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	Actions to take

	8.How do you ensure assessment is precise, sharply focussed and is used to secure appropriate interventions?

· How do you ensure these accurately reflect the children’s abilities?

· Do staff have a good understanding of child development?

· Is cohort tracking established and analysed? 

· What strategies have been successful? 

· How do you know when to stop or change an intervention?

· How  do you know that quality of teaching and learning is consistently high?

· Have you system of regular staff supervision meetings in place?

Childcare Practice

 

	

	9.What has been the impact for those individual children?

· What evidence do you have of the impact of the intervention/spend ? how has this improved outcomes for children? 

· What is going well/could be better?

· Are there any barriers? If so what are they?

· How are the individual barriers to learning targeted?

· Evidence may be seen within well-being and involvement levels, individual and/or cohort tracker, learning journey, portage developmental profile, Leicestershire Learning Guidelines, parent  voice, child  voice, staff voice.

· Do you complete case studies to evidence the impact of your interventions?
Leicestershire County Council Early Years ‘Small Step’ document.
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